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use of undefined technical terms denoting abstract entities; absence of pronouncements 
of a metaphysical and ontological nature regarding the truth of hypotheses or the 
existence of objects designated by technical terms; a posteriori criteria of validity for 
the assumption of hypotheses and postulates.

a priori

a posteriori

De Quadratura Parabola

Quadr. Parabola
An. Post. Ph. Re. Sof.

Commentary on Aristotle’s Prior Analytics
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uniform convergence

generated-from-
demonstration

heuristic approach
deductionist approach

An. Post.



Giuseppe Gentile, Renato Migliorato 

a priori

lemmata

Mechanical methods

barycentre

centre of suspension

On the 
Equilibrium of Planes

On Floating Bodies

center of the weights



Atti del XXXIII Convegno annuale SISFA – Acireale, Catania, Siracusa 2013 

On the 
Quadrature of the Parabola

mechanical suspension
barycentre The Method

equilibrium
mechanical

The Method

if in a plane figure we consider all the straight lines that are parallel to a given 
straight line, then Lemma 3 can be applied to it  
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The Method
The Method

Metodo. Nel 
laboratorio del genio

The Works of Archimedes

The Method of Archimedes. Recently discovered by 
Heiberg, a supplement to the Works of Archimedes (1897)
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The exact sciences in antiquity
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The Works of Archimedes, vol. I: The Two Books On the Sphere ad the 
Cylinder
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